
1 

January 2016– Monthly Newsletter 
Spring Glen Church  - 1875 Whitney Ave.  Hamden,  CT 06517 

203-288-3381            www.springglenchurch.org 
Thoughts from the Pastor 
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If you could see into the future, would you?  If you knew what would happen next 

week, next month, would it change your today?  Some people would choose to know 

what’s coming.  Most would not.   I’m in the second group.   Sneak previews are al-

right for movies.  They show us all the highlights and excitement of what is to come.  

But they are not the movie itself.   That said, we do tend to try to see into the future.  

We do make plans and dream dreams. 

 Our calendars for this new year are already filling up.  We see graduations, vaca-

tions, birthdays and anniversaries.  We see families with a moving date on the calendar.   

Maybe someone is planning a wedding, or expecting a birth.   As a church, we are 

planning for, hoping for, a settled senior pastor to come and be with us.    

 Some events we can write into our calendars.  Mostly though, we must leave our 

time ahead open as a mystery.  We do not know really what each season, each month, 

each day, each hour will bring.  What we can be fairly certain of is that in our living of 

this new year there will be times of joy and sorrow.  There will be disappointments, 

surprises and delight.  There will be exhaustion and there will be rest.  And hopefully, 

there will be time for wonder.    

 For what we can be absolutely certain about our future is this: Our God has 

come to live with us.  To be with us in the living of all of our days.   To be with us in 

the unexpected and in our well thought out plans.   God has come to be with us.  To 

abide with us.   God’s time is not like our time.   God’s ways are not our ways.   And 

God is with us.   Abiding within our lives.  The invitation that I hear from God is, “I am 

with you.  Will you let me have this dance?” 

 My prayer for us all is that we find this year to be a time of dwelling together 

within God’s loving presence.  Hoping together, working together, abiding together 

within God’s eternal love.       Pastor Ruth 
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Dear friends and family of SGC, 

As 2015 and my time with you both come to a conclusion, I do 
want you all to know that this has been a year of special bless-
ings for me.   It has been such a joy and a blessing to have 
had the honor to serve as your interim senior pastor for these 
two plus years.   I know we all have heard the words that en-
courage us to persevere when times are challenging.   I was 
called to serve here after being out of work for eight months 
and was very close to opting for early retirement.   I shudder to 
think how much poorer my life would have been without the 
chance to be part of the SGC family for this time. 

I will greatly miss being part of this family and hope I can find a 
community in Florida as rich in spirit and faith as I have found 
this church family to be. 

But now our time together is over.   You are blessed to have a 
daughter of this church, the Rev Ruth LeBar coming here to 
serve not just as one of our Youth Ministers, but also as the 
bridge interim pastor.  I have every confidence that Pastor 
Ruth and Pastor Clare will continue their faithful pastoral lead-
ership and shepherding in 2016.    

Many thanks to so many of you for your beautiful affirming 
notes and generous contributions to the gift I received to-
day.   I am only reading a few of them at a time as I want to 
savor the words and memories of each of you and our time 
together. 

Many thanks to Amy Lynn and Ron Offutt for coordinating a 
series of celebrations and times of great blessing to me.   And 
to the Senior Choir for their musical blessing today. 

Over the next few weeks, Maggie and I will be moving down to 
Fort Myers, Florida to our new home there.   We're hopeful to 
both be settled there by the end of January. 

 Our new address will be: 

 7340 Key Deer Court 

Fort Myers, Florida 33966 

To celebrate our time together, I'll leave you with my Top 
Ten List of Things I'll Miss at Spring Glen Church. 

 #10--Activities out on the lawn--the Sunday School picnic, S'more 
roasts, the Farmer's Market, Clean-up days    These were all good 
times of great fellowship.    That some of them also involved food is a 
bonus. 

#9-Our lay leaders--what an incredible group!   Motivated, competent, 
dedicated, faithful.   I've said many times the key to being a pastor at 
SGC is knowing when to stay out of the way and when to offer a pat 
on the back. 

#8--No plaques-One of the things that helps SGC stand out among 
churches I'm familiar with is the lack of plaques around the 
church.   There is a wonderful humility in being in a church where gifts 
are given and received in a spirit of grace. 

#7--Our music program--How many times during the course of the 
week have I found myself singing or remembering one of the choir 
pieces from the previous Sunday?  Adult choir, Soul Singers, Bell 
Choir, Soloists.....My heart and soul have been richly nurtured by the 
gifts and blessings of our musicians. 

#6--Our staff.....I almost didn't come to Spring Glen when I learned 
there was a weekly staff meeting.   My experiences with some (but not 
all) church staff meetings has not been encouraging.   By my second 
month here, I was waking up early on Tuesdays so I wouldn't be late 
for them.   Staff meetings here are dynamic, fun, creative times to 
finds ways to mutually support and encourage each other.   They are 
energizing and joyful.  The most common phrase spoken there is, 
"How can I help?"   Staff meetings are done the way they're supposed 
to be.   

#5--It is a blessing to have the chance to stand in the center aisle and 
lead the Lord's Prayer and hear the distinct voices of Dick Shank on 
one side and Ray Andrewsen on the other, pray that prayer with such 
conviction.  It never fails to move me. 

#4--Our heart for mission--The joy of the Thanksgiving bucket brigade, 
the blessing of the backpacks, the office being crowded with Christ-
mas gifts and bags.   The times we've been asked for extra help by 
one of the agencies we are in covenant with and finding the request 
has been fulfilled by the time I get to coffee hour. 

#3--The 9:59-10:02 phenomenon--There have been more than a few 
Sundays when I have entered a fairly empty sanctuary at 9:59, con-
cerned that perhaps I have been the cause of the end of SGC, only to 
find the sanctuary fairly filled by the time I got to the chancel and 
turned around at 10:02.   My Charlie Brown moment with you all. 

#2--Our children--I'm sure many of our children know the Bible better 
than I did at that age.....and perhaps even better than I know it 
now.   Our kids bring so much joy to our community.    James and the 
Giant Peach certainly showed us how wonderfully gifted and articulate 
they can be.   And if you weren't at the 5 pm service on Christmas 
Eve, well.....ask someone who was.   It was magical and I still smile 
and feel warm thinking about it three days later. 

#1--The days Fellowship Hour goes longer than worship--What a 
blessing it is to be among a community of people who enjoy one an-
other!   (as well as the wonderful refreshments served there)   Fellow-
ship Hour is always lively and a great chance to build our community. 

FWIW, I did leave my name tag on the name tag rack in the lob-
by.   Take it as a sign I look forward to having a chance to visit some 
Sunday in the future. 

Blessings and all good wishes for a happy and healthy 2016!  

   -Pastor David 

Former Pastor’s Ponderings 
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Nursery School Openings 

Spring Glen Church Nursery School has open-

ings in the program.  The three year olds class 

meets Tuesday and Thursday.  The 4 year old 

program meets Monday, Wednesday & Friday.   

For more information, please contact  

Nancy Mahoney– Director : 208-288-6154 

Sunday Worship Schedule: 

January 3: Jer 31: 7-14 or Sir 24: 1-12 

  Ps 147: 12-20 or Wis. Of Sol 10: 15-21 

  Eph 1: 3-14, John 1:(1-9), 1-18 

January 10: Isa 43: 1-7 

  Ps 29 

  Acts 8: 14-17 

  Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 

January 17: Isa 62: 1-5 

  Ps 36: 5-10 

  1 Cor 12: 1-11 

  John 2: 1-11 

January 24: Neh 8: 1-3 

  Ps 19 

  1 Cor 12: 12-31a 

  Luke 4: 14-21 

January 31: Jer 1: 4-10 

  Ps 71: 1-6 

  1 Cor 13: 1-13 

  Luke 4: 21-30 

JANUARY DAY 

Jan & Ed Beaudette, James &  Ev 

Ritt with Peg Limbacher 

3 

Rick, Pam and Jasmine Brownell 

and Miriam Battista with Stefanie 

Summerer 

10 

Amy Baker, Luz & Chris Maiuri with  

Nancy Dittes 

17 

Congregational Meeting                     

No Fellowship Hour 

24 

Mark & Tara Barrett, Skip & Amy  

Masbach with Liz Wootton 

31 

  

Fellowship Hour Schedule 

The following individuals are scheduled 
to serve Fellowship Hours in the next 
month.  If you cannot serve on your 
assigned date, we appreciate you 

helping to identify a substitute host and 
notifying Debby Jagielow at 

djvl29@gmail.com or 203-623-2419.  To 
learn more about hosting duties or to see 

the full year’s schedule, visit:  

http://tinyurl.com/SGCFellowshipHr 

mailto:djvl29@gmail.com
http://tinyurl.com/SGCFellowshipHr
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Advent Festival 

What a wonderful Advent Festival we had on December 6!  Participants crafted beautiful Christmas decora-

tions using a collection of art supplies brought by Tara Barrett.  Candles dressed up as snowmen, hurricane 

candle centerpieces and glittery trees sitting on pedestal candle holders were just a few creations from the 

event.  Children designed rhinestone-studded ornaments, papers stars, paper chains and birch ornaments.  

People wrote Christmas cards for our shut-ins and people made family-friendly Advent wreaths from felt.  

The Jesus Squad baked all afternoon so we could decorate cookies.  We crafted and laughed together.  

Following the crafts, we gathered in the Sanctuary to watch our children perform our Christmas pageant.  

From the narrators and instrumentalists to the littlest manger animals (was there a bunny in this manger?), 

our children used their talents to draw us into the Christmas message.  We sang familiar carols with a re-

newed vigor.  All of our Sunday School children joyously performed Go Tell It on the Mountain to close the 

Pageant.  

The evening concluded with a savory potluck supper.  Close to 130 people attended at least one part of the 

Advent Festival.  

The true success of the Advent Festival lies in the collaboration of dozens of people who dedicate their ef-

forts for weeks prior to this event.  Seeing their efforts coalesce into a warm, loving, intergenerational, wel-

coming event is amazing.  My gratitude goes to the following who contributed to this event: 

The members of the Christian Education Committee, the people who lugged, set up and took down the ris-

ers, volunteers who helped dress the children in costumes, the craft volunteers, the Jesus Squad, the mem-

bers of the Confirmation class, the people who brought electricity to our glue guns and microphones, all the 

kitchen crew who set up the food, kept it warm and cleaned up following a wonderful meal, the children who 

participated in the pageant, their parents for helping them practice their song, the instrumentalists, and the 

people who shared food for the potluck. A special thank you to Kathy Lee for writing the Pageant and to Tara 

Barrett, our premier crafter.  

To see pictures from the Advent Festival, follow this link to our webpage: http://www.springglenchurch.org/

node/1487    -Laurie Bleickardt 

I would like to thank everyone who contributed to my flowers and scrapbook that Debra 

Tangarone presented to me during the Advent Festival.  I have felt incredibly privileged to 

serve as the Christian Education Coordinator since May 2014. My experiences here only 

bolster my belief that the strength of Spring Glen Church emanates from all its members who 

dedicate generous time and talent to support our church.  I am very grateful. 

Laurie Bleickardt 

http://www.springglenchurch.org/node/1487
http://www.springglenchurch.org/node/1487
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Craft Fair 

Thank you to, Mary Cameron, Hannah Leckman, Susan Liddelll, Dick Smith, Karley Etter, Amanda Cecala, Ruth 

Le Bar, Fellowship Place, Ahna Johnson and Sandy Cloud (from Christian Tabernacle Church) for your 

dedication, love and sharing of your handmade beautiful crafts!  

Thank you, too, to our wonderful Spring Glen family who supports our crafts and our efforts.  

Our sale this year brought in over $400. to support women’s programs at Spring Glen Church.  

Merry Christmas!   Nancy Whitney, Chair   

Gratitude for The Angel Tree 

Angels 

Once again the generosity of this church 

has made 36 children’s Christmas 

morning a little brighter.  

 There are 33 children served by The 

Town of Hamden’s Youth Services and 3 

children from the Adopt an Apartment 

Program at Christian Community Action 

who will benefit. There are angels on 

earth who gave so freely to help others. 

This is one of the many strengths of this 

church and is the true meaning of this 

season. The Christian Action Committee 

would like to thank those who helped us 

reach our goal of helping these families 

to have a Merry Christmas. 

Lee Laster 

Christian Action Committee 

Mitten Tree Thank You 

Many thanks for all of you who 

decorated the Mitten Tree this season. 

Thank you for remembering the 

children and young adults in need of 

warm hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and 

socks with your donations. The tree 

will continue to be in the narthex and 

receiving your gifts through the end of 

December. They will be delivered to the 

shelters that we support in early 

January.  

Thanks so very much for warming 

bodies and souls this season. 

Carolyn Cary 

Christian Action Committee 

T

h

a

n

k 

 

Y

o

u

Columbus House 

Thanks to all who provided a wonderful Thanksgiving meal for the clients of Columbus House on Thursday, November 

26 – turkey, stuffing, gravy, cranberry sauce, green beans, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, salad, bread & butter, and 

apple pie. Thanks to all who provided $25 each for turkeys:  Cynthia Licata, Bobbie Kraus, Gayle Logan, Theresa Voss, 

Laurie Bleickardt and Barbara Hobbs.  Our food providers were:  Ellen Schowalter, Laurie Bleickardt, Jean Davis, 

Gayle Logan, Theresa Voss, Maureen Munzner, Barbara Hobbs, Alice White, Andri Smith, Amy Lynn, Cynthia Licata, 

Jacki and Don Colvin, Marian Page, Nancy Elliott, the Offutt family, Lynn Andrewsen, Carolyn Cary, and the Watkins 

family.  Our servers were:  Gayle Logan, Larry Logan, Jeremy Logan, Andri Smith, Brian Geddes, Owen Geddes, Jean 

Davis, Hugh Davis, and Alice White. 

This is a wonderful ministry, and one that is easy to get involved in.  Spring Glen Church provides the evening meal at 

Columbus House on the fourth Thursday of each month. It’s an easy way to help others on your own time – even if you 

can’t serve on Thursday night, you can shop or cook ahead of time – and if you have young children in your life, it’s a 

great way to get them involved in helping others.   (Children can be great cake bakers, casserole mixers, and servers.) 

Our next opportunity to serve will be Thursday, January 28.   Look for the sign-up sheet each month in the entryway, 

and join us in this fun, rewarding, and essential ministry.   (Questions?  Contact Amy Lynn, 203-281-7089, 

jesta5@comcast.net.)  “For I was hungry, and you gave me food.” Matthew 25:35. 
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Auditions 
 

 

 

 

 

Actors Wanted:  

The Man Who Came to Dinner  

The Theater Arts Ministry will present 

one of George Kaufman and Moss Hart’s 

greatest comedies, The Man Who Came 

to Dinner, on April 14-15-16.  Auditions 

will take place at 7 PM on Friday, January 

8th and 1 PM on Sunday, January 

10th.  Rehearsals will start on Sunday, 

January 17th.  The show includes a 

strong male lead and a very large num-

ber of other parts of various sizes for a 

variety of ages.  Actors with smaller parts 

can also assume backstage and other 

supporting roles.  A stage manager will 

also be needed.  This is your chance to 

indulge your theater appetite, no matter 

what its size. 

The CE Committee wishes to extend its sincere 
appreciation to Laurie Bleickardt for serving as Spring 

Glen’s CE Coordinator since May 2014.  As I said in the 
tribute to her December 6, Spring Glen Church has grown 

in faith and love as a result of her work. 

It is not likely that we will have the new CE Coordinator in 
place when Laurie steps down December 31.  In the 

interim, I will serve as point person for any Sunday School 
and Toddler Room-related questions or concerns 

(friend7434@yahoo.com; (203) 815-0579). 

Parents, please note that we will NOT provide Chapel on 
Sunday, January 3.  Children will remain with their families 

in worship that day. 

Please continue to hold our search for the new CE 
Coordinator in your prayers. 

Debra Tangarone, Chair, CE Committee 

It's the New Year.   
Why not resolve to join the 

Spring Glen Church Knitting/
Needlework group? Some of 
our members can teach the 
basics of knitting or crochet 
to help you get started.  The 
first meeting of the new year 

will be Monday, January 
18th at the home of Diane 

Hirsch.  For more infor-
mation, contact Diane at 

j.hirsch@snet.net or 
203.288.2956. 

Needlework Group 

For the Time Being 

Because of very limited interest , 

the CEC has decided to suspend 

the 9am childcare service at this 

time.  Please contact Debra Tan-

garone (friend7434@yahoo.com) 

should you have a need for early 

morning childcare in the future. 

Pre-Worship Childcare  

Suspended 

mailto:friend7434@yahoo.com
mailto:j.hirsch@snet.net
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Important Budget Conversation,  January 10th 

As in past years, in advance of our January Congregational Meeting, we will hold a Second 
Hour to discuss the proposed 2016 Budget.  Please join us in the Fellowship Room at 11:30 
on Sunday, January 10 for this conversation.     

Notice of Annual Meeting , January 24th 
 

Following worship,  The Spring Glen Church Annual Meeting will be held after worship on 

Sunday, January 24, 2016, to receive and vote on the budget for 2016. If bad weather interferes, 

the meeting will be held the following Sunday, January 31, 2016. Childcare will be provided. 

BLOOD DRIVE,  February  24th 

Donors can give blood every 56 days. If you are a regular, please plan to give at the Interfaith Blood Drive on Feb. 
24th at Spring Glen Church. 

If you are a "once in a whiler", this is a perfect drive to choose.  See your friends and enjoy the egg salad and tuna 
sandwiches and help the cause. 

If you are a "first timer", come on down!  It's a good time and you'll feel good about your effort. 

Be a blood donor and give the gift of life. 

   Annual Progressive Dinner:  February 27, 2016 

   Details to follow. 

Limited Office Hours 

The office will be operating with limited hours during the week of January 25 as Melissa will be on vacation.  Hours 
and a list of coverage will be posted by January 18th.  The deadline for The Springboard will be pushed up to 
accommodate Melissa's vacation.  The deadline for all articles will be January 18.  Thanks!! 
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Join Ellen Schowalter for a discussion of Rachel Naomi 

Remen’s book My Grandfather’s Blessings on Rachel Naomi Remen, a 

cancer physician and master storyteller, uses her luminous stories to 

remind us of the power of kindness and the joy of being alive. Dr. Remen's 

grandfather, an orthodox rabbi and scholar of the Kabbalah, saw life as a 

web of connection and knew that everyone belonged to him, and that he 

belonged to everyone.  He taught her that blessing one another is what 

fills our emptiness, heals our loneliness, and connects us more deeply to 

life.  Serving others heals us. Through our service we will discover our own 

wholeness—and the way to restore hidden wholeness in the world. 

February Book Discussion 
Thursday, February 18 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Room.   

 
Abraham’s Tent Feb. 8-14 

Overflow Shelter, Opportunity for Service. 

Save the Date:  Lunch and Learn Opportunity on February 7 

The Christian Action Committee will be sponsoring a Lunch and Learn Opportunity: “The Changing 

Faces of Homelessness: New Solutions using a Regional Approach.”  Please join us for lunch to hear our 

panelists from Columbus House, Christian Community Action and New Reach. They will focus on the 

recent strides and latest challenges in meeting the needs of the chronically homeless.”  Stay tuned for 

more information in January. 

Jesus Squad Update 

 The Squad had a great 
time making the cookies for the 
Advent Festival.  What a wonderful 
afternoon!  Many, many thanks to 
all who helped.  A special shout 
out to Jay Hirsch – cookie man 
extraordinaire!  The man came to 
the kitchen with everything we 
needed, including a Bluetooth 
speaker for tunes.  Thanks Jay! 
 We look forward in the 
new year to spending time with 
Abrahams Tent, making more 
meals for Columbus house and 
hosting a pancake breakfast for all 
of you.  God is moving, God is 
speaking.  Stay tuned!   For the 
Squad,  Ruth 

 Last January Spring Glen Church’s Great Hall became a shelter for 12 homeless 
men. In opening our doors, we gained a glimpse of the beloved community God desires. 
Women and men who were strangers sat together, sharing: sharing a meal, talking about their 
day, serving one another. We played games and we stayed overnight. This act of Inn-keeping 
hospitality required the help of over 50 people throughout the course of the week.  This would 
not have been possible if it weren’t for the outpouring of support from our Spring Glen Church 
Family. The experience was transforming, not only for the homeless men but also for the 
church families who volunteered.  We are once again one of many churches throughout the 
New Haven area participating to provide overnight shelter for 12 male clients from Columbus 
House in our Great Hall.  Volunteers are needed for the following: to provide, serve, and share 
meals with guests; to share after dinner activities such as games, movies, and conversation; 
to stay overnight and help serve breakfast in the morning. Our Abraham’s Tent faith partner, 
B’nai Jacob, a synagogue in Woodbridge, will again participate this year.  Their involvement in 
this ministry is a great example of interfaith cooperation.  Please consider joining us the week 
of February 8th.  Sign-up sheets are in the Great Hall during Fellowship Hour and in the Entry-
way after Fellowship Hour. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Sue 
Spight  skspight@gmail.com 203-281-7570 or Alice White alicemwhite@sbcglobal.net   203-

288-2748.  Thank you, and many blessings to you all. 

mailto:skspight@gmail.com
mailto:alicemwhite@sbcglobal.net
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Benevolence Disributions through November 
2015 

Local Agencies:   

Proposed 
2015 

Contribu-
tions Distributed 

Remaining 
to Distrib-
ute Pend-

ing Decem-
ber Income 

 AIDS Project New Haven   $    1,000.00   
 $  
1,000.00  

 Café St. Ann   $       500.00   $       500.00   

 Christian Community Action   $    1,500.00   $       750.00   $     750.00  

 Columbus House   $    1,225.00   $    1,225.00   

 Domestic Violence Services   $    1,000.00   $    1,000.00   

 Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen   $       750.00   $       750.00   

 Fellowship Place   $    1,000.00   $    1,000.00   

 FISH   $       500.00   $       500.00   

 Habitat for Humanity   $       500.00    $     500.00  

 Habitat Sleeping Giant Build   $    2,000.00   $    2,000.00   

 Hamden Food Bank   $       300.00    $     300.00  

 Hamden Clergy Fuel Bank   $       300.00   $       300.00   

 Interfaith Volunteer Caregivers   $       700.00   $       700.00   

 New Reach   $    2,200.00   $    1,100.00  
 $  
1,100.00  

 IRIS   $       700.00   $       700.00   

 Bright Beginnings/Family Reads   $       500.00   $       500.00   

 City Seed   $       300.00   $       300.00   

 Pastor's Discretionary Fund   $       250.00   $       250.00   

 Spring Glen Christian Action   $       300.00    $     300.00  

 Mission Trips (adult & youth)   $    1,500.00   $    1,500.00    

   Total Local Agencies  

 $  
17,025.00  

 $  
13,075.00  

 $  
3,950.00  

      

 Global Projects:     

 Our Church's Wider Mission  
 $  
25,919.76  

 $  
23,759.78  

 $  
2,159.98  

 Gaziantep American Hospital    $       500.00   $                -     $     500.00  

 Tarsus American School, Turkey   $    3,350.00   $    3,350.00   

 Kiva   $       100.00   $                -     $     100.00  

   Total Global Projects  

 $  
29,869.76  

 $  
27,109.78  

 $  
2,759.98  

      

 Total Proposed Disbursements   $ 46,894.76    

 Total Disbursed through November    $ 40,184.78   

 
 December Income Needed 

 to Meet Distribution Goals        $ 6,709.98  

From the Benevolence Committee: 

If you have ever wondered where your Benevolence dollars go.....we have news for you.  Each month we try to give our list of worthy 

charities some or all of the money we budgeted for them at the beginning pf the year.  We wait until after the annual meeting in Janu-

ary to see how much money is available for Benevolence giving, based on what our members pledge.  Then we set up our budget.  This 

month we were able to give donations to Cafe' St. Ann, FISH, and Hamden Clergy Fuel Bank.......let's face it,  folks need help with food 

and fuel this time of year. Thanks to our yearly pledge and the money you provide, we can help out local charities.  If you have any 

questions about our list of charities (the what and the why) please do not hesitate to ask any member of the Benevolence committee.  

The Benevolence 

committee would 

like to thank the 

congregation for 

the generous 

donations to the 

Columbus House 

gift certificate 

program.  We 

raised 

$760!!  Thank 

you again.  The 

folks who need 

the services at 

Columbus House 

appreciate the 

support even 

though they do 

not know us 

personally.  
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We are invited to participate in an ongoing series of Sacred Conversations on Race, sponsored by the Dixwell 
Avenue UCC and the Unitarian Society of New Haven, lead by the Rev. Da Vita Day McAllister, of the UCC CT 
Conference. 

Racial Justice Training:  From Tolerance to Unity 

Training Goals:  unmask racism in the personal, interpersonal, institutional, and cultural realms; provide a common 
language for racial justice work; inspire and encourage additional racial justice training.  Two upcoming dates 
(different programming on each date; ideally you can attend both, but if you can attend only one, please still come!) 

 Saturday, Feb. 13, 2016, 9 am – noon, Dixwell Ave UCC 

 Saturday, April 2, 2016, 9 am – noon, Dixwell Ave UCC 

Intimate Conversations from Personal Experience 

Each of us has a story to tell. 

Through a series of intimate conversations, we build a relationship of trust that frees us 
to tell our stories, and to walk in other shoes as we learn of others’ experiences.   Two 
upcoming dates (different programming on each date; ideally you can attend both, but 
if you can attend only one, please still come!) 

 Saturday, March 12, 2016, 9 am – 11:30 am, at Unitarian Society in Hamden 

 Saturday, May 21, 2016, 9 am – 11:30 am, at Unitarian Society in Hamden 

Sacred Conversations on Race  
 Save the dates:  

Salam Neighbor, Film 
 January 16th  

Potluck at 6:30, Film at 7:30, at the Unitarian 
Society of New Haven (700 Hartford Turnpike, 
Hamden).  We are invited to join them for this 

film, which they are showing in support of IRIS & 
Syrian Refugee Resettlement in New Haven.   “To 

better understand refugee life, the filmmakers 
spent one month living alongside displaced 

families in the Za’atari refugee camp. As the first 
filmmakers ever allowed by the United Nations 
to register inside a refugee camp, they are able 

to share a personal view on the world’s most 
pressing crisis. They uncovered overwhelming 
trauma, but also the untapped potential our 
uprooted neighbors possess.”    Social Hall @ 
USNH - 700 Hartford Turnpike, Hamden, For 
more information call 203-288-1807 or email 

office@usnh.org   

Poster:  http://www.usnh.org/wp-content/
uploads/2013/12/

Poster_SalamNeighborpdf_2016-01-16.pdf 
trailer:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=W6SxPSZVD9o&list=PL74av1RRDrl_tguV2g81O
KVECp6Hdx7Om 

Helping Refugees:   

Please mark calendar for second Hour on  February 
28th 

 Chris George, Executive Director of IRIS (Integrated 
Refugee and Immigrant Services) will talk with us about 
refugee issues.    Over the past month, several church 

members have inquired whether SGC can be helpful with 
refugees.   In response, Amy Lynn reached out to Chris 

George at IRIS; he indicated that he will be happy to talk 
further with us about how SGC can be helpful, and in the 

meantime noted that IRIS needed help finding an apartment 
for one family.   SGC members did find a couple of possible 

apartments in Hamden and New Haven; the family chose an 
apartment in West Haven.   

We will be talking further with IRIS in early January, to discuss 
ways SGC can help.   If SGC takes on a significant refugee 

project (perhaps gathering furnishings for a family, perhaps co
-sponsoring a family), we will need to form a special 

committee for this (as we did 8 years ago when, working with 
IRIS, we resettled a family).   If you would like to be involved 
in this project, starting in early-mid January, please contact 

Amy Lynn, 203-281-7089, jesta5@comcast.net.   

Social Action 

mailto:office@usnh.org
http://www.usnh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Poster_SalamNeighborpdf_2016-01-16.pdf
http://www.usnh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Poster_SalamNeighborpdf_2016-01-16.pdf
http://www.usnh.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Poster_SalamNeighborpdf_2016-01-16.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6SxPSZVD9o&list=PL74av1RRDrl_tguV2g81OKVECp6Hdx7Om
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6SxPSZVD9o&list=PL74av1RRDrl_tguV2g81OKVECp6Hdx7Om
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6SxPSZVD9o&list=PL74av1RRDrl_tguV2g81OKVECp6Hdx7Om
mailto:jesta5@comcast.net


11 

NOVEMBER FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
Receipts impacting the operating budget were very high in November—pledged income rebounded and now is 
ever so slightly ahead of a straight line projection (i.e., 92.02% of budgeted pledge income has been received 
through 91.67% of the fiscal year) and other forms of income were also higher than they have been in recent 
months.  Coupled with expenditures that remain in line with budget, the higher income resulted in a positive 
balance for the month of November that eliminated the deficit we had been carrying so that the fiscal year-to-
date balance is (finally!) positive—a little over $3,000.  If income and expenses for this December are in line 
with most prior years, the church is likely to end the year with a small surplus (perhaps around $5,000). 
 

what is reported on the November report is actually results for these funds through October), which reduced 
significantly the year-to-date investment losses recorded for the two endowment funds as well as for the invest-
ed operating capital. 
 

dent stewards of the church’s money, and none of the expense categories within the Operating Fund are higher 
than they should be at this time of the year.  Interestingly, 2015 total expenditures year-to-date are lower than 
they were last year. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

November 2015 

Income   

  Pledges  $          34,970.54 

  All Other Income  $          11,640.66 

Total Income  $         46,611.20 

    

Expenses   

  Ministry/Staff  $          14,356.07 

  Christian Education  $                10.76 

  Music  $           1,573.50 

  Office  $           3,446.77 

  Building Maintenance  $           3,331.84 

  Deacons  $                 0.00 

  Church Organizations  $              319.98 

  Other Expenses  $              697.06 

Total Expenses  $         23,735.98 

    

Net Income or (Loss)  $          22,875.22 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information About Making a 

Gift of Stock or Other Investments to Spring Glen 
Church 

Changes in confidentiality laws do not permit either your 
broker or our broker to inform us of donor names 
automatically when stock or mutual fund donations are 
made to Spring Glen Church on your behalf. For those 
who donate stock or other investments to the church 
through a broker, please remember to authorize your 
broker to contact Doug Hawthorne at the time of the 
transaction and provide us with the following 
information: 

 Date of transaction 

 Security name and number of shares donated 

 Approximate market value of each stock and total if 

multiple companies’ stock are being donated 

 Allocation of donation 

If you are interested in making a donation of securities to 
Spring Glen Church, please contact Doug Hawthorne for 
specific instructions to give to your broker. This will 
ensure that the donation is received accurately in our 
brokerage account on a timely basis. 

A copy of the detailed Treasurer’s Report is always available in the 

church office or on the Committee bulletin board for anyone to 

review; copies can also be emailed by contacting Doug Hawthorne 

at 203-248-0922 or by email at dougdhawthorne@gmail.com. If 

there a re specific questions regarding the church’s financial 

health, please contact Treasurer Doug Hawthorne or Senior Trus-

tee Ron Offutt. 
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~ The extended Fisher family on the passing of Connie Fisher,            

longtime member of Spring Glen Church. 

 

~ Robin Barna on the passing of her husband Bruce. 

 

~ The Barrett Family on the passing of Mark’s mother  

Patricia Jean Barrett. 

Our prayers and sympathy goes to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our prayer of joy and 

peace go with Pastor  

David Minnick and his 

wife Maggie as they 

move to Florida. 
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January 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

New Years Day 

Offices 

Closed 

2 

3 

10 am Wor-

ship &  

Communion 

4 

Deacon’s 

Meeting 

7pm– FR 

5   11- Staff Mtg. 

FR 

5–  Women’s Re-

treat Pl/ Mtg. 

Trustee Mtg. 

7:15 Comtep. Pray-

er S 

7:30—Trustee Mtg. 

FR 

6 

 

7  Comm.. on 

Ministry. 

Pastoral Ser. 

7:00—FR 

8 

Play Auditions 

7pm GH 

9 

10 9-Bible Study  

Worship 10am 

11:30:   2nd Hr., 

Budget 

Youth Gr. 6:30 

11 

Council Mtg. 

 7:00—FR 

12 

Staff Mtg. 

11:00—FR 

13 

 

14 

Pastoral Ser. 

7:00—FR 

15 16 

17 Bible Study 

9am 

Worship 10am 

Youth Gr. 6:30 

18 

CAC Mtg 

7:30—FR 

19 

Staff Mtg. 

11:00—FR 

20 

 

21 

Pastoral Ser. 

7:00—FR 

22 

Play  

Rehearsal 

7-10 pm– GH 

23 

24 Bible Study 

9am 

Worship 10am 

Youth Gr. 6:30 

25 Bible Study 

1pm FR 

Confirmation 

Class 7:00FR 

Benevolence 

7:30 FR 

26 

Staff Mtg. 

11:00—FR 

Play Rehearsal 

7 pm—GH 

27 

 

28 

Pastoral Ser. 

7:00—FR 

29 

Play  

Rehearsal 

7-10 pm– GH 

30 

31 Bible Study 

9am 

Worship 10am 

Youth Gr. 6:30 
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The Springboard  -January 2016 
 

The Springboard newsletter is published  

monthly, with one issue for July/August 

SPRING GLEN CHURCH, UCC 

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

1825 Whitney Avenue, Hamden CT 06517 

Worship and Sunday School 10:00 AM 

     Holy Communion first Sunday of the month 

phone 203-288-3381    fax 203 248-2070 


